CHAPTER XIV

GENTLE PERSUASION

OF the many strange stories told me by my
interpreter Nicolia, one stands out with
vividness and gives an excellent example of
Soviet methods.

I have already spoken of the Soviet's ruthless
manner of expropriating their countrymen's prop-
erty in their eagerness to procure as much foreign
money as possible. Here is a case in which the victim
was an old man who had been wealthy in pre-
Revolutionary days and a large dealer in the meat
trade,

It was said that this person had, over a period of
years before the Revolution and before the Great
War, received privileges in cost for transport of his
meat by rail and steamer.

Secondly, through private information received
from U.S.A., this man had accumulated money in
American banks in connection with his business.
Since the Revolution these dollars had remained
untouched by him.

After a Soviet meeting he was quietly visited by
the agents of the O.G.P.IL at his home in Leningrad
where he and his wife lived peacefully on the very
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